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Introduction

Social Education has recently emerged as a profession in Portugal. This work intends to describe the role these professionals play in developing society and how it
finds its theoretical framework in Social Pedagogy. Social Education is a social work imbued with a pedagogical character (educational dimension in society) and
educational work carried out in the context of social action (socializing dimension of education). Education constitutes a tool of social participation and socio-
educational action and, consequently, of community development. Thus, Social Pedagogy seeks to respond to the potential of society as a factor of social
development. Education is not limited only to the school context, extending to all areas of people’s life in all dimensions, as essential scopes of the construction of
citizenship. Social Education emerged in Portugal through the awareness that social work needed new educational policies, since the forms of traditional intervention /
assistance were already reducing the need for social intervention. Through this new polyvalent profession, new methodologies of social intervention are verified in
Portugal.
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Development of Social Education in Portugal: Social A New Socio-Educational Profesion — Social Educator

Pedagogy as theoretical matrix The socio-educational intervention of the Social Educator is part of the

conceptual framework of Social Pedagogy, namely for the awareness and
defense of human rights and new socio-educational policies, with the valuation
of pedagogy of free time and non-formal education and the defense of a new

In Portugal, two social professions coexist: social worker and social educator.
Social Education developed from Social Pedagogy.
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Contexts of action of the Social Educator

Teoria Pratica The professional exercise of Social Education, located in the convergence
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